
Class 7 

Jesus Christ the Son of God Part 2 

1. The Historical Jesus 

a. The existence of Jesus is a historical fact 

i. All agree that Jesus was born in Judea and was crucified under the 

governorship of Pontius Pilate 

b. The Hidden years 

i. See my document Tracing the Year of Jesus’ Birth to see when He was 

born 

ii. We hear allot about the birth of Jesus and his first year or two but then 

with the exception of the Finding of Jesus in the temple at age 12 we hear 

nothing until He is almost 30 

iii. What was He doing 

1. He lived as an obedient child of Mary and Joseph (lk 2:51-52) 

2. Probably learned the trade of carpentry from St. Joseph 

3. Lived out of the spotlight 

iv. Why does this matter 

1. Shows us the Dignity of work 

2. Shows us the importance of Humility  

c. Public Life 

i. Documented in the 4 Gospels 

ii. Began at Baptism 

iii. Calling of the 12 Apostles 

1. 12 is an important number 

a. 12 tribes in the Nation of Israel with whom God made the 

Covenant 

iv. Spent 3 years traveling around the region of Judea preaching, teaching, 

healing and performing miracles 

1. Preached that the Kingdom of God was at hand (Mk 1:14-15) 

a. Identified Himself as the Son of God 

i. Liar, Lunatic, Lord Argument 

1. Liar  

2. Lunatic  

3. Lord 

b. Calls Jesus to turn from sin and live holy lives 

c. His Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom of armies and 

territory but an eternal kingdom of peace, love, 

compassion, and salvation from sin, darkness, and despair. 

2. Taught the Fulfillment of the Mosaic Law (Mt 5:17-19) 

a. Jesus did not come to abolish the law but to fulfill it (Mt 

5:17) 

b. Taught in ways that people could understand 

3. Christ performed miracles as signs of the Kingdom 

a. The Israelites expected the Messiah to perform great 

miracles and signs as a testament to His identity  



b. Christ heals, drives out demons, raises persons from the 

dead, calms stores, multiplies food etc. 

c. These signs prove Christ’s divine identity 

4. Christ extended His mission to all people 

a. Included non-Jews, the outcast, the marginalized, the poor, 

the lame, the sick, the sinners, women, Samaritans, and 

everyone else 

b. Did not let the sinners continue in their former way of life; 

they must repent and change their life 

v. Christ established a Church with authority to teach and to continue His 

mission on earth 

vi. Christ was rejected for His message 

1. While many of the normal people came to accept his message, the 

powerful religious and secular leaders of the time rejected Him 

a. Due in part because he interpreted the Scripture contrary to 

their thinking and showed that their narrow interpretations 

of the Law were incorrect  

b. Due also because He identified Himself as the Son of God 

d. Passion / Death / Resurrection / Ascension 

i. Palm Sunday 

1. Jesus enters Jerusalem 

ii. Holy Thursday  

1. Christ celebrates the Passover 

a. Passover is a ritual meal that recalls the events of the 

Exodus, when God delivered the Israelite people from 

slavery 

2. At the Last Supper, Jesus transformed the traditional Passover 

ritual into the celebration of the New Covenant 

a. There are 4 cups of wine drank at a traditional Passover 

i. First two are before the meal 

ii. The thirds is a cup of blessing 

1. It is this cup that Jesus used to institute the 

New Covenant 

b. Matthew 26:26 – 29 

i. Jesus alters the Passover and does something 

radically different 

1. The third cup is not a cup of blessing, but 

the “blood of the Covenant”   

2. Instructs the apostles that the bread and wine 

are now His Body and Blood 

3. Instructs them to “do this in memory of me” 

a. Commands the Apostles to 

perpetuate these events 

i. The institution of the Mass 

3. Christ goes to the Garden of Gethsemane  

a. Betrayed by Judas Iscariot who was one of the Apostles 



4. Brought before both religious and secular authorities who find no 

credible charges against him 

a. The false witnesses give conflicting testimony 

b. Christ is offered no defense 

c. Still condemned to death by crucifixion due to the 

insistence of the Jewish leaders 

iii. Good Friday 

1. Introduce the Day of Jesus’ death 

2. Jesus dies by crucifixion 

a. Brutal method of execution 

3. Christ’s final moments 

a. Mt 27:45-50 

i. 2 Crucial elements 

1. “My God, My God, why have you forsaken 

me”  

2. Jesus tasting the bit of wine 

4. Burial 

a. Following His death, His body was buried 

b. His soul went to the realm of the dead who were awaiting 

the opening of the gates of Heaven 

iv. Easter Sunday 

1. The resurrection 

a. Christ’s soul was reunited with His body 

b. He rose on His own power and will never die again 

v. Ascension 

1. Christ spent 40 days between His Resurrection and Ascension 

teaching the Apostles and preparing them for their mission 

2. 40 days after Easter He ascended into Heaven (went to heaven 

under His own power) and He remains there – Body and Soul- 

until the end of time 

2. Meaning of Christ’s Sacrifice 

a. Christ atoned for our sins 

i. Recall that Adam’s sin affected the whole human race and still affects us 

today  

ii. Since that sin is a direct offense against God there is no way that in justice 

man could ever make atonement for it 

1. Adam’s sine was infinite and required infinite reparation 

a. God is infinitely good, infinitely perfect  

2. Only a perfect infinite offering could atone for our sins 

a. Since man is not infinite we cannot do this  

iii. Christ, God Himself, came to earth and offered Himself to the Father in 

atonement for our sins 

1. Since He is God He is capable of paying the price 

2. Since He is human it is just for Him to pay the price 

iv. As a result we can be friends with God again 

3. Redemptive Suffering 



a. Even though we are redeemed, we still experience some of the effects of Original 

sin including suffering  

b. Christ offers us the opportunity to bear our sufferings and hardships just as He 

bore His cross 

c. Suffering becomes an invitation to be co-redeemers with Christ 

i. In offering our suffering for the whole world or for a particular 

person/intention 

1. Every minor difficulty or inconvenience becomes not a burden to 

be dealt with but like the Cross an opportunity to become more like 

Christ and to further the salvation of the world.  

4. Review 

a. No one debates that Jesus historically existed. Since Jesus claimed to be the Son 

of God, He is either the Liar, a Lunatic, or truly the Lord 

b. After Jesus’ birth, His life remains relatively hidden for the next 30 years 

c. Jesus begins His public ministry with his Baptism and then He spends 3 years 

traveling the region of Judea preaching, teaching, healing and performing 

miracles 

d. On Palm Sunday Jesus entered Jerusalem, on Holy Thursday He celebrated the 

Passover with His disciples and instituted the Eucharist, on Good Friday He died 

on the cross and was buried, and on Easter Sunday, He rose from the dead.  

e. After His death Jesus appeared for 40 days before ascending to the Father 

f. Jesus offered the perfect sacrifice for us on the Cross 

g. Jesus’ passion and death gives our suffering meaning 

5. Reflection 

a. “I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people 

often say about Him: ‘I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I 

don’t accept his claim to be God.’ That is the one thing we must not say. A man 

who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great 

moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on the level with the man who says 

he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make 

your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or 

something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him 

as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not 

come with any patronising nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He 

has not left that open to us. He did not intend to. ... Now it seems to me obvious 

that He was neither a lunatic nor a fiend: and consequently, however strange or 

terrifying or unlikely it may seem, I have to accept the view that He was and is 

God.” – C.S. Lewis in Mere Christianity  

6. Additional Reading 

a. C.S. Lewis. Mere Christianity: 2015: Harper One. ISBN-13: 978-0060652920 

 

 


