
Class 9 

Hot Topic: Angels and Demons 

1. Prayer 
a. St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our defense against the 

wickedness and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do 

thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan, and 

all the evil spirits, who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

2. Who are angels 

a. Introduction 

i. Comes from the Latin word angelus which denotes a messenger 

ii. A body of spiritual beings that serve as intermediaries between God and 

man 

1. Pure spirits 

a. Have intelligence and will 

b. Personal immortal creatures  

2. The communicate not with language but by intuition 

iii. Made in the image and likeness of God 

1. They have a will, intellect and sanctifying grace 

iv. Higher than mankind 

1. “You have made him (man) a little less than the angels.” (Psalm 8:6) 

b. Purpose 

i. To serve, praise, worship and pray to God 

ii. Protect, pray for, inspire, encourage and guide us during our journey on 

earth 

c. Role 

i. Angels are attendants at the throne of God 

ii. Messengers to mankind 

1. The instrument by which God communicates His will to men 

2. In the Old Testament 

a. Angel foretells the birth of Samson (Judges 13) 

3. In the New Testament 

a. Announced the birth of John the Baptist (Lk 1:11-19) 

b. Announces the Incarnation (Lk 1:26 – 38) 

c. Announce the birth of Christ to the Shepherds (Luke 2:8-13) 

iii. Guardians 

1. Each individual soul has an angel 

a. Seen in Abraham sending his steward to seek a wife for Isaac 

(Gen 24:7) 

b. Jesus teaches this truth (Mt 18:10) 

2. They not only guard us they also intercede for us 

3. Are with us in our time of need 

a. Angel sent to comfort Jesus during His agony in the garden. 

(Luke 22:43) 

iv. Guard nations, churches etc 

1. Guard Paradise after Adam and Eve are expelled (Gen 3:24) 

2. The Ark of the Covenant was guarded by 2 cherubim 



3. Hierarchical Structure 

a. 9 orders of angels 

i. First Sphere focuses on the Throne of God and direct service to Him 

1. Seraphim 

a. Serve as the caretakers of God’s throne and continuously 

offer praise 

b. Have the most intimate Knowledge of God and meditate 

upon the Trinity 

2. Cherubim 

a. Meditate upon God’s plan for all creation 

3. Thrones 

a. Represent the Judicial Power of God 

b. They meditate upon the power of God and His judgments  

ii. Second Sphere focuses on looking after and safeguarding the physical 

universe 

1. Dominations 

a. Name comes from the Latin word Dominus = master 

b. The angels of authority  

c. Oversee the affairs of guarding the Universe and protecting 

it from harm 

2. Powers 

a. Fight the forces of evil that desire to destroy the creation 

3. Virtues 

a. Virtue means might and energy 

b. Oversee the movements of planets, stars and the forces of 

nature 

c. Make sure that the universe operates according to God’s 

designs  

iii. Third Sphere is focused on looking after human beings 

1. Principalities 

a. The guardian angels of nations and cities 

b. Some the Principalities joined Satan in his rebellion against 

God 

i. There are thus Principalities appointed by Satan to 

influence nations and cities for evil 

2. Archangels 

a. Angels appointed to guard special individuals, such as the 

Church, etc. 

b. Names we know 

i. Raphael, Michael, Gabriel  

3. Angels 

a. Look directly after the affairs of mankind and deliver God’s 

Divine Revelation to us 

b. The guardian angels are a part of this choir 

4. Demons 

a. The Fall 



i. Told in the Bible 

1. Revelation 12:1 - 9 

ii. Since angels have free will they could choose in their trial state either to 

obey or disobey God 

iii. Like Adam and Eve they were given a specific command 

1. They were commanded to adore God’s Son in a nature inferior to 

their own 

a. The Incarnation 

b. The Mother of God would become their Queen 

iv. Many good angels joyfully obeyed and were taken into the beatific vision 

of the Blessed Trinity 

v. Some angles rebelled and followed Lucifer and were thrust into hell 

b. Who are they 

i. Satan is the prince or ruler of the Demons 

ii. Demons are those ministers or ambassadors of Satan 

c. Their influence 

i. Ordinary 

1. Often the Devil is just a little whispering serpent trying to steer us 

away from God’s will 

ii. Extraordinary 

1. External Physical Pain 

a. Some saints have experienced physical pain such as beatings  

i. St. John of the Cross, Padre Pio, St. John Vianney 

b. Since these are external they do not affect the soul  

i. They are designed to try to wear the soul down.  

2. Possession 

a. Satan or some demons take full possession of a person’s 

body without their knowledge or consent 

i. He speaks or acts without the knowledge or consent 

of the victim 

b. Person must have opened the door to Satan 

i. Wigi boards, communicating with the dead etc. 

3. Oppression 

a. Tormented externally by the demon  

b. Severe to mild events that plague the individual 

4. Obsession 

a. Sudden attacks, ongoing obsessive thoughts  

b. Leads to a perpetual state of desperation 

5. Infestation 

a. Demon affects houses, things or animals 

6. Subjugation 

a. Person voluntarily submits to Satan or some demons 

i. Done through a blood pact or consecration to Satan 

d. Exorcism 

i. Introduction 



1. An act of driving our or warding off demons or evil spirits from 

persons, places, or things which are or are thought to be possessed 

or infested by them 

ii. Major 

1. Can be performed only by the bishop or a priest with the bishop’s 

express permission 

2. Directed at expulsion of demons or the liberation of a person from 

demonic possession 

iii. Minor 

1. Baptismal Exorcism 

2. Prayers for those who are not subjugated or possessed by the devil 

a. Intended to break the influence of evil and sin in a person’s 

life 

3. Can be performed by any priest 

 

5. Review 

a. Angels are spiritual beings that serve as intermediaries between God and man 

b. Angels are made in the image and likeness of God in that they have an intellect, 

will, and sanctifying grace 

c. Angels exist to serve, praise, worship and pray to God and to protect, pray for, 

inspire, encourage and guide humanity during their journey on earth 

d. Angels have different roles. Some are attendants at the throne of God, others are 

messengers to mankind and still others are guardians.  

e. There are 9 choirs of angels, seraphim, cherubim, thrones, dominations, powers, 

virtues, principalities, archangels and angels 

f. The Demons are fallen angels who rebelled against God when they were 

commanded to adore God’s Son in an inferior state and His Blessed Mother. The 

angels that rebelled were thrust into hell. 

g. Satan is the prince or ruler of demons 

h. Demons are those ministers or ambassadors of Satan 

6. Further Reading 

a. Peter Kreeft. Angels and Demons: What Do We Really Know About Them. 1995, 

Ignatius Press. ISBN-13: 978-0898705508 

b. Matt Baglio The Rite: The Making of a Modern Exorcist: 2010, Image Publishers. 

ISBN-13: 978-0385522717 

 


